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Hes. iv. 14 
— Let us hold faſt our Profeſii an. 


. T is not my Intention, nor, as I con- 
N. 4 ceive, my Duty, to inſiſt, largely, 
on the Dignity of the Perſons, the 
Importance of the Office, or the 
ſeveral particular Obligations in- 
eumbent-on thoſe who are called, to the high 
and weighty Charge, to be Minifters of Chriſt, 
Rulers in the Church, and Stewards of the 
"Myſteries of God. But I ſhall confine my ſelf 

to the Duty in the 'Text mentioned ; not only 


As it is frequently repeated by St. Paul, in 
the Directions given by him, to Timothy and 
Titus, and thoſe other Perſons, who were 
appointed to govern the Churches, the Apo- 
le himſelf was obliged to be abſent from; 
but alſo, 
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As it is, in its own. Nature, one of the ab- « 
ſolutely.: 2 Qualifications, which muſt 
ige Abl) „ regarded by thoſe, who are 
called 7e thee in the Chiizch of Go; 
if they: wee approve” themſelves fbr en 
that need not be aſhamed, and ever hope, by a 
faithful Diſcharge of their important Truſt, 20 
ſave themſelves, - and "thoſe that hear them ; 
and. likewiſe, 
As it Is a Duty, not confned only to thoſe. 
who are to govern, to guide, or feed the 
Church of Gop, but muſt be carefully pra- 
aifed: by all Perſons, who! Would avoid the 
Errors of the Wicked. and eſeupe the Snares 
of Sedicers, who 'wax tworſe - and worſe, tes 
wn and t dereioed, 2 316 


f. n indeed; whihs livre: are ; ſome: Who 
nor Holding Tuirh: and a god ' Conſcience, 
concerning Faith have made Shipwreck; and 


they ought to profeſs; while the . unſtable 


wreſt the holy Scriptures themſelves, tho' it be 
to their own Deſtruction; while the Grounds 
and Principles, as well as the Duties, of the 


Chriſtian Religion, are cavilled at, deſpiſed 
and neglected; tis Fer as we would 


| take 
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1 Tim. i. 19, 


ig C2] 


take care of, and promote the Salvation of 
our ſelves at others, that we ſhould Hold 
faft tht faithful Word as we have been taught: 


that all Perſons ſhould continue in the Faith 


grounded and ſetled ; and that thoſe more eſpe- 
cially, who are placed in the higher, or infe- 


rior, Offices in the Church, may be rendered 


able, by ſound Doctrine, bath 70 exhort and to 
con vince the E aſayers. "4 


TAE. Original Word 10 epriudo, aptly enough 
rendered, Lot. us. Hold ah, imports an car- 
neſt Endeavour, a ſettled Reſolution, to keep 
and maintain a thing, with the utmoſt Dili- 
gence and greateſt Care, whatever Oppoſitions 


are met with, be there never ſo. many Dif- 


ficulties in the Way ;. it implies likewiſe, that 


there will be either open Aſſaults, or ſecret 


— 


Attempts, made to deprive us of what we 
would retain, or to weaken our Hands in the 
preſerving of it: That this is the meaning of 
the Word, will appear from many Places of 
Holy Scripture, in which the ſame Word is 
uſed, or others of the like Import, whereby 
we are required to hold faft that which we 
hace; to be feedtaft and unmoveable in the 
Work of the Lord; to ſtand faſt © in the Faith; 


Jad 


— 
— 


— 


gev. ii. 25, li, 11. v. Cor. xv. 38. 1 Cos. Wi. 13. 


WY 


and in the Lord to * hold faſt that d 


is good; and to © bold faſt the Form. of ſound 
Words. And when the Penmen of the ſacred 


Writings would lead us to a Conſideration of 


the Difhculties and Dangers we may, reaſon- 
ably, expect to meet with, we are then told, 
that we mult * endure unto the. End; that there 
mult be a patient Continuance in well doing; 
that we muſt be fo far from being diſcouraged 


by our Enemies Aſſaults, that we muſt even 
"ſtrive together ; and contend *© earneſtly for the 
Faith that was once delivered to the Saints. 


All which Places enforce the ſame Duty, as 
the Text before us, ig. 


Trar the holding faſt of, or ſteady Adlie- 
ring to, the Principles and Duties of Religion, 
is an indiſpenſable Obligation, which muſt 


conſtantly be regarded by all Perſons, and 


more eſpecially, by thoſe who are called to 
any Office in the Church of Gop. 


BEFORE I proceed to conſider the Nature 
and Extent of this Duty, it may be proper to 


obſerve, that great Care muſt always be taken 
in relation to the matter we Bola faſt, or ad- 
here 


. 
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Phil. iv. 1. d Theſſ. v. 217 © 2 Tim, i. 3: 
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*. Marr, xxiv. 13. 5 Rom, ii. 7. Phil. i. 27, £ Jude ver. 3. 


92 

here to; this is mentioned in, almoſt all, the 
Texts before quoted. For a bare Stedfaſtneſs 
in a Profeſſion, be it good or bad, or the Hold- 
ing faſt Notions, we may, by the Prejudice 
of Education, or any other Way, poſlibly 
have received, without conſidering whether 
they are true or falſe, cannot be the Duty 
here required ; if we ſhould thus underſtand 
theſe Precepts, we muſt make the Scriptures 
of 'Truth contradi& themſelves, and imagine 
that the Teſtimonies of the Lord, which are 
ſure, and make wiſe the ſimple, would en- 
courage Bigottry, or countenance a ſlothful 
Ignorance. When we would therefore obey 
this Command, we muſt take Care, that the 
Doctrines we maintain are equitable ; that the 
Principles we aſſert are juſt; leaſt we ſhould 
hold faſt car Profeſſion, and let go the Hope of 
everlaſting Life; leaſt while we endeavour to 
keep -our Faith, we ſhould loſe our immortal 
Souls. By the Profeſſim we are here required 
to hold faſt, we may therefore underſtand 


AN open Acknowledgment, and joint Con- 

currence in the Belief and Practice of fuch 
Things as are agrecable to the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Religion, and no ways vary 
from that Revelation the Divine Being has 
been pleaſed to make of his Will. 


B "THERE 


C163 


 Turxe are ſome things which our Reaſon; or- 

the Dictates of natural Religion, oblige us to 
hold faft the Profeſſion of; ſuch as the Boing of 
a God; that he muſt be Almighty, Juſt and 
Good; and, conſequently, that this divine Self. 
exiſtent Being muſt be depended upon, wor- 
ſhiped and obeyed 5; what our God hath re- 
quired of us, is more particularly taught by. 
revealed Religion; which diſtinctly informs us 
of the Nature and Equity of his Commands. 
But our- very Reaſon teacheth us; that this 
infinitely wiſe God of Order, having made 
Man a ſeciable Creature, has render'd him 
eapable of ſome Degrees of Happineſs, - even 
in this World; and to this End, as we are 
Members of a "Community, it is neceffary 
that there ſhould be Rules laid down, and 
Laws made, for the Preſervation of it; and 
it will then, from hence, evidently follow, 
that we muſt conſtantly obey thoſe who have 
the Rule over us, and obſerve thoſe Laws 
which ſecure our Liberties, defend our 
Properties, and preſerve our Lives. The pub- 
lick Good muſt in all Governments be con- 
fiderd; and as no Legiſlative Power ſhould, 
therefore, ever command any thing which 
is deſtructive to the common Welfare; ſo, 
when- 


Cn] 
whenever any Subjects tranſgreſs, either the 
Laws of Nature, or thoſe particular Rules 
agreeable thereunto, which are made for the 
Intereſt of the Community, or the publick 
Advantage; they break the bond of Society, 
and are to be, ſo far, eſteemed Deſtroyers of 
the Happineſs, and Diſturbers of the Peace of 
Mankind. 'The Conſideration, that it is the 
God of our Being, and the Author of our 
Lives, who has placed us in this Eftate ; is 
yet a further Argument for the due Perfor- 
mance of our Duty in this Reſpect; that we 
are to ſubmit our ſelves to thoſe in Autho- 
rity, not only to avoid Confuſion and Diſ- 
order, but becauſe they are the Miniſters of 
God for Good : And there are, indeed, many 
Parts of our Duty, towards Gop and our 
Neizhbours, which thoſe Heathen, which had 
moſt improved their Reaſon, never heard 
of; and ſeveral Things which we are obliged 
to Hold faſt, which, by the Light of Nature, 
we had never Known. That God is in Christ 

co the World to himſelf *; that this 
Jzsvs was born of a Woman, and made under 
the Lato; that he died for our Sins, and roſe 
ngaln for our Fuſtification ; thut we have now 
0.3 a 


- 


2 Cor. v. 19. 


12 
& great high Prieft, that is paſſed into the 
Heavens, Jeſus the Son of God; theſe, and all 
the other Parts of this wondrous Contrivance 
of infinite Love, ſo ſurpaſs the utmoſt Bounds 
of our Thought, that it required a diſtin& 
Revelation, to manifeſt this ineſtimable Be- 
nefit to Mankind ; thankfully therefore, ac- 
knowledging the merciful Condeſcenſion of our 


gracious Go p, we muſt hold faſt our Profeſr 
fron as we are 


Chriſtians ; by which Name we profeſs our- 
ſelves to be Servants and Subjects of the 
bleſſed Jzsvs, and Members of the Church 
of CHRIsT; by which we do not only un- 
derſtand the Company of faithful People, who, 
by the Graces received. from above, and the 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, are joyned to 
Chriſt, and ſaid to be in Chrift *, or Members 


of that Body, of which Chriſt is. the Head; 
which Sex Union, as well as the Graces 


received thereby, the Faith in, and Reliance 
upon him, are all internal and inviſible :. 


Bur it is alſo evident, From the Means 
appointed: for the Admiſſion into it; From 


the 


> 2 Cor, v. 17. 


E 


the Rites therein to be partaken of; From the 
Duties enjoyned tothe Members of it; and From 
many other Reaſons which might be mention'd; 
that there is alſo a ↄiſible Society, or Church, 
governed by different Laws, and deſigned for 


Ends altogether diſtinct from thoſe of ſuch 
temporal Societies, as were juſt now men- 


tioned: Our Lord has not only laid down 
Rules and Directions, for the preſerving the 
Order of this Church, but has alſo appointed 
Miniſters and Officers in it; for the * perfect- 
ing of the Saints, for the Morꝶ of the Miniſtry, 
for the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, he hath ſect 
ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts,and 
ſome Paſtours and Teachers, who are, by a 
regular Succeſſion, to continue till the Con- 
ſummation of all Things; being aſſured of 
his Aſſiſtance, who has promiſed “ to be with 
them always, even to the End of the World, 
while they are to rule, guide, and feed the 
Church of God; to exhore and reprove, and, 
when Occaſion requires, to © rebuke ſharply ; 
they are to command and * enjoyn things which 
are convenient; to inſtruct the Perſons that 
oppoſe themſelves ; to warn, and if that does 


not 


— 


2. 1 Eph. iv. 11, 12, Matt. xxviii. 20. © Titus i, 13. 
22 Theſſ. iii. 3, 4, 6- © Philem, ver. 8. 


TJ 


not prove 4 ſufficient Remedy, they muſt 
od the Months of the unruly and vain 
'T alkers and Deceivers, who ſpeak things 
Ric they bug ht not, for filthy Lacres lr. 


Tur Church being, therefore, ſuck an ex- 
ternal viſible Society, eſtabliſhed for the pro- 
-moting the higheſt Intereſts of Mankind, the 


Salvation of their immortal Souls ; there be- 
ing Laws made, and Officers appointed, to 


preferve the Regularity and Order of it; it 
will naturally follow, what all the Members 
of this Church, maſt be conſtantly ftedfaſt in 
their Obſervance of thoſe Laws; they muft 
>» obey them that are thus appointed 0 have 
the Rule over then; they muſt ſubmit them- 
ſelves, counting them worthy of double Honour, 

* and follow with a glad Mind their godly 
TY Admonitions. 


Our Knowledge of the Nature of this So- 
ciety, and the particular Duties of the Rulers 
and Members of it, is founded on the holy 
Writings, which inſtru& us in the Grounds 
and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion ; -our 
good and gracious Ges, having made us ca- 
pable 
C0000 


a Titus i. 11, v Heb. xiii. 17 


E 
pable of eternal Happineſs, has bean pleaſed. 
to teach his Creatures the Way and Method 
of attaining it: As Chriſizans, therefore, we 
are obliged to Hola ſaſt this Profeſſion of out 
Faith ; that the Holy Scriptures contain the 
revealed Will of Gov, and are * profit- 
able far Reprogf, for Correction, for Iuſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs, that the Mau of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to every good Wark : 
Whatever Duties, therefore, are there com- 


manded, muſt epnſtantly be performed; what- 
ever is required as an Object of our Faith, 


muſt be firmly. believed. When our Savioar- 
came not to take away the Force of the 
Moral Law, it ſtill remains to be our Duty 
to obey theſe Precepts, and to conform our 
ſelves to the Dictates of natural Religion, but 
then to this muſt be added, a conſtant Obe- 
dience to thoſe Commands, which Chriftiauity 
expreſly requires, and a ſteady adhering to 
thoſe Principles which are eſſential to the very 
Being of it; and as our great High Prieſt 
| beſt knew what was requiſite for our Happi- 
neſs here or hereafter, all his Commands 
contribute to our Advantage: Thus that 


Ire 


* 2 Tim. iii. 16. 


L162 
Love and Charity, which the Goſpel ſo expreſſy 
requires, in its own Nature, tending to our 
Comfort, is made the Sum of our Duty 
towards our Neighbour ; A Mark of our being 
the true Diſciples of the Gop of Peace, and 
the fulfilling ff the Law: This will lead us 
to the conſtant Exerciſe of that Zeal for the 
Advancement of the private Intereſt, and 
thoſe earneſt Endeavours to promote the pub- 
lick Benefit of Mankind, which are the in- 
diſpenfable Duties of every Chriſtian. While 
we thus practiſe the Duties of Chriſtianity, 
we muſt be very careful, that no Motive 
whatever draw us to depart from the 'Truth, 
as it is in Jesus; or hinder us from Holding 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, as contained 
in thoſe ſacred Writings, which holy Men of 
Old wrote as they. were inſpired by the Holy 
Cheſt: Whatever is there required, as an 
Obje& of our Faith, muſt firmly be believed, 
notwithſtanding ſome Difficulties may poſſibly 
occur, ſhould we attempt to reconcile the 
"Myſteries of Religion to our Reaſon, or ac- 
count for them by the Maxims of Philoſophy. be 
Thus, for Inſtance, we are obliged to hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of the Catholick Faith, 
which is this: © That there is one Gop in 
Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, whom we 
*© muſt 


"3 
**.muſt worſhip, + whom we muſt depend; 
neither confounding the Perſons, nor dividing 
the Subſtance ;. that this is the Catholick 
Faith, a Doctrine known. and believed in the 
firſt Ages of the Church, and is allowed, on 
all Sides, to have been the. general received 
Opinion, is what ought to have ſome, and 
no ſmall Weight, with us; when nothing, but 
a very expreſs Declaration in holy Scripture, 
can well excuſe us, if we do not hold faſt a 
Profeſſion, which. is ſo ancient, and has been 
ſo univerſally received; but we are not left 
to Tradition only in a Matter of this Impor- 
tance, Which is the Scripture Doctrine of the 
ever-bleſſed Trinity. | 
Lx r us therefore continue in the Faith, 
| grounded , and ſettled, and not be moved 
away from the Hope of the Goſpel ; and 
while we are conſtant in the Performance 
of the general Duties, and ſteadily adhere 


to the Doctrines of Criſtianity; ; Let us 
-remember that we are 


Te.” 


Proteftants, Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as purged from the Impiety, Super- 
. Kition, and Cruelty of the Romiſb Church; 
and let us here alſo be very careful to Hold 
_ faſt our Profeſſion ; to maintain and ſupport 

G- h thoſe 


- * . 77 — — « . 
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thoſs' Principles, on which the Reformation was 
grounded; thoſe Doctrines, on which the Prote- 
tant Religion exiſts; * That the Holy Scriptures 

er contain all. Things neceſſary to Salvation; 
'© {© that Whatever is not read therein, or may 
be clearly proved thereby, is not required, of 
© any Man, that it ſhould be believed as an 
Article of Faith, or be thought requiſite or 
.<. neceſſary to Salvation.” When we know 
not any viſible Infallible Judge to whom we 
can appeal, the Sacred Writings are referr'd 
to in every Doubt, by theſe are we in every 
Difficulty determin'd: The Truth of theſe 
Propoſitions induc'd our Forefathers to break 
the Bonds of Popery, and ſo gloriouſly to caſt 
the Cords from them. This was the Ground 
of their Separation from that Church, which 
had defiled the Chriſtian Worſhip by Idolatry, 
and impoſed intolerable Errors, directly con- 
. trary to the Holy Scripture; Nor do the Me- 
thods uſed by them to propagate their Su- 
perſtition, afford a leſs powerful Argument, 
carefully to avoid all Approaches to their 
Idolatrous Worſhip; ; we ought certainly to 
Hold, faft our Profeſſion ; when we have daily 
freſh, repeated Inſtances of their continuing 
to 


— — 


Art. VI. of the Church of England. 


L 19 J 
to act according to the known and avowed 
Principles of that bloody Sect; that Religion 
is to be maintained by the Sword, and the 
Goſpel of Peace to be ſpread by Voice of 
Arms ; that not only Promiſes or Threatnings 
are to be uſed to allure or affrighten Perſons 
to their Church, but that they may embrue 
their Hands in their Fellow-Creatures Blood, 
for worſhiping Gop as their Confeiencce 
direct; a cogent Motive this! for us to re- 
member we are Proteſtauts, and to Hold faſt 
that Profeſſion. Let the Preſervation there- 
fore of our Religion be our conſtant. Care, 
and the ſacred Writ our unerring Guide. 
Let the Doctrines therein declared, be ſtre- 
nouſly maintained, and the Opinions, that 
are contrary to it, be carefully avoided ; and 


this we are more eſpecially obliged to, as 
we are 


Members of the Church of England; a 
Church, not corrupted by the Superſtition of 
Popery on the one Hand, or deluded by wild 
Enthuſiaſtick ' Notions on the other; in which 
the Word of Gov is preached, and the Sa- 
craments duly adminiſtred. We are required 
to believe nothing as an Article of Faith, 
but what can be proved by moſt certain 
N of holy Scripture, The Groernment 

C 2 Wen enen 
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of K. is not only moſt agreeable to the Di- 
rections of the Apoſtles, and the Practice of 
the primitive Church, but in its own Lature 
tends to promote that Union, Regularity and 
Order, which is neceſſary for the Preſer- 
vation of a National Church; by Reaſon of 
which, our Church has, ever ſince the glo- 
rious . Reformation, been the conſtant Bul- 


wark againſt Popery ; and. that it may ſtill 
continue 8 


Luer us cheriſh in our ſelves, and pro- 
mote in others, an ardent Love, and high 
Eſteem, for the Eftabliſhed Church; „Let our 
Hearts and Hands concur; Let our En- 
deavours accompany our Prayers for the 
Proſperity of it; but let us never imagine, 
that an idle Indifference, a careleſs Un- 
concern for, much leſs that an Oppoſi- 
tion to, the Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe, 
can ever be conſiſtent with a true Zeal for 
the Church of England. And ſince not on- 
ly the Preſervation of our own Liberties, 
and the Security of our Civil Rights, but 
the Welfare of the Proteſtant Religion in 
general, and of our own Church in par- 
ticular, depends upon the Stability of his 
Majeſty's. Throne, and the Succeſſion in his 
Muſtrious Houſe ; Let us ſhew that we truly 


ha. 


1 
deſire the Proſperity. of our Church by an 
uniform Obedience to the Defender of « our - 
Faith ; by praying that God would continue 
to protect the Perſon, and direct the Coun- 
ſels of our King; ; and that all his Sub- 
jects, by the ſincere Practice of true Reli- 
gion, and a ſteady Loyalty, may conſtantly 
eadeavour to promote the Glory of Gov, 
and each other's Happineſs. 


Tars which one to be performed by - 
all Perſons, is the indiſpenſable Duty of 
thoſe who are called to be Minsfters of the 
Eftabliſhed Church. We are not only ob- 
liged to Hold faſt our Profeſſion, but muſt 
exhort others alſo, and take care that the 
People, committed to our Charge, be not 


moved away from the Hope of the Goſpel. 


LET us, therefore, whoſe Duty it is, to 
Remember thoſe who have had, and to- 
Obey thoſe who have, the Rule over us : Bleſs 
Gop for, and endeavour to imitate their 
Examples, who have ſo remarkably obſerved 
this Apoſtolical Injunction, Who have Held 
faſt, and defended their Profe Non, who con- 

 tanue- 


1 


&'Heb.. xlii. 7, 17. 
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rie z l, things Fr 2 Bots Karma , 
and 35 is © "the _ faithful Word” ar they 
3 2450 been taught. Whoſe Faith tet us follow 5 
El 8 comic Gering 7 End of their Conver ſation, Je- 
ſus 25 the ſame 2* ferdg, and to Day, 


and for ever. 


To bt with the FAT HER, and 


Horx SprRfr, be all Honour and 
_ Glory, now and for evermore. 
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